
Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil 
April 11, 2020 

Suggested Order for Prayer 
 

This order can be used individually, or if you are praying with someone else it can easily be used 
together. 
 

The Call to Prayer 
Be strong and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the Lord. (Psalm 31:24) 

 

The Request for Prayer 
In your righteousness, deliver and set me free; incline your ear to me and save me. (Psalm 
71:2) 

 

From “Liturgy of the Hours” 
Something strange is happening on earth today - a great silence, and stillness. The whole 
earth keeps silence because the King is asleep. The earth trembled and is still because God 
has fallen asleep in the flesh and he has raised up all who have slept ever since the world 
began. God has died in the flesh and hell trembles with fear. He has gone to search for our 
first parent, as for a lost sheep. Greatly desiring to visit those who live in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, he has gone to free from sorrow the captives Adam and Eve, he who is 
both God and the son of Eve. The Lord approached them bearing the cross, the weapon that 
had won him the victory. At the sight of him, Adam, the first man he had created, struck his 
breast in terror and cried out to everyone:  “My Lord be with you all.” Christ answered 
him:  “And with your spirit.” He took him by the hand and raised him up, saying “Awake, O 
sleeper and rise from the dead, and Christ will give you light.” 

 

Opening Prayer 
Merciful and ever living God, Creator of heaven and earth, the crucified body of your Son 
was laid in the tomb and rested on this holy day. Grant that we may await with him the 
dawning of the third day and rise in newness of life, through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. 
Amen. 

 

Scriptures                                  

Read:  John 19:38-42 
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus step out of the darkness, and into the light as followers 
of Jesus, reminding us of our call to be people of Christ’s light. 

 

Read:  Romans 6:3-11 
The apostle Paul reminds us that in Christ we have already died, drowned in baptism. Yet we 
who have died are raised to newness of life. 

 

Church Prayer Needs 
Pray for our congregation, for our ministries, for the people beyond our doors who don’t 
know Christ. 



Personal Prayer Needs 
Share with God whatever personal needs are on your heart. 

 

Psalm of the Day                        Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 (NRSV) 
1In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; do not let me ever be put to shame; in your righteousness 

deliver me.  
2Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily. Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress 

to save me.  
3You are indeed my rock and my fortress; for your name’s sake lead me and guide me,  
4take me out of the net that is hidden for me, for you are my refuge.  
5Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God. 
 
15My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors.  
16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

 

Closing Prayer 
God of life, through Jesus Christ you have bestowed upon the world the light of life. Sanctify 
that new light, and grant that our hearts and minds may also be filled with a holy desire to 
shine forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising, that we may be one with him in his victory 
over death. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Additional/Optional Prayer Activities: 
 

• Take a prayer walk around your neighborhood; lift up your neighbors; if you 
see people as you’re walking, ask them how they’re doing, and if there’s 
anything they would like for you to pray about on their behalf 

• If you haven’t already done this very popular COVID-19 era activity, cut out 
hearts from all colors of paper and write the names of people on them who 
you are lifting in prayer to God; include family members and friends, 
medical personnel and health care workers, emergency personnel and first 
responders, those who have contracted the virus and their families 

• Explore some of the scripture passages below, and make use of the ones 
that speak to you as prayer to God – pray the scriptures. It can be a 
powerful way of going to God using the thoughts, images, and holy words 
of the Bible. 

o Seven Last Words of Christ 
▪ Luke 23:34 



▪ Luke 23:43 
▪ John 19:26-27 
▪ Mark 15:34 (Matthew 27:46) 
▪ John 19:28 
▪ John 19: 30a 
▪ Luke 23:46 

o The Way of the Cross 
▪ Luke 22:39-44 
▪ Matthew 26:47-56 
▪ Mark 14:61-64 
▪ John 18:33-37 
▪ Mark 15:6-15 
▪ John 19:5 
▪ John 10:17-18 
▪ Luke 23:36 
▪ Luke 23:27-31 
▪ Luke 23:33-34 
▪ Luke 23:39-43 
▪ John 19:25b-27 
▪ John 19:28-34 
▪ John 19:38-42 

 


