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Views December 2019      

Vermont Street  

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

The special offering we will receive for Advent and Christmas this year will be directed to some vital minis-
tries here in Quincy:  Horizons Sunday Evening Meals, and Loads of Love. 

 Horizons began serving a Sunday evening meal this year, after the United Methodist pastors in Quincy 
learned that there was nowhere in town that served a hot meal on Sundays. Working with the Horizons 
staff, we were able to put together sufficient numbers of teams from varieties of local churches to have 
a rotation system for covering each Sunday evening. The sponsoring church for the night makes a dona-
tion of $200 to Horizons to help cover food costs. So part of our offering will be covering our donation 
on the nights we are preparing, cooking, serving, and cleaning up. The goal for this project is $1200, 
since we do Horizons about 6 times/year. 

 Loads of Love is a ministry of Salem Church, our neighbor at 9th & State St., who has a robust ministry for 
the poor and homeless of Quincy. Besides serving a meal every Saturday morning, and doing monthly 
giveaways of paper & toiletry products, Salem does a laundry day twice a month for people living in pov-
erty. This has been going on since May of 2018, and the numbers are drastically increasing! It costs 
about $1000 a month, so our donations will really help! Our goal for this project is $1000, to cover one 
month of laundry. 

 If we raise funds over and above $2200, it will be divided 
between the Shepherd’s Fund (a discretionary fund that 
the pastor has available to help people with needs that 
fall between the cracks), and Unmet Needs (a ministry of 
The United Way that allows churches to work together to 
meet large needs of people living in poverty).  

There will be special offering envelopes in the pew pockets 
beginning December 1 for your contributions. We will receive 
gifts through December 29. Please give generously to these 
vital ministries! 

 Vermont Street  

 United Methodist Church 

 818 Vermont  Quincy, IL 62301 

 217-222-7468  www.vsumc.org 

 Rev. Patty Johansen, Lead Pastor 

open minds... 

     open hearts... 

          open doors... 
 
 
 Sunday Worship Schedule 
 Classic Worship 9 am 
 Sunday School  10 am 
 Contemporary Worship 11 am 
Chapel Service  5:30 pm 
 

Our mission is to love God and Share 
Christ, as we support each other and 

serve the community.  

SEEKING VETERAN FOR 

 HONOR FLIGHT 

It has come to our attention that there may 
be some funding available for a veteran from Vermont 
Street UMC who might wish to participate in an honor 
flight. If you are a veteran, and have never participated in 
the trip but would be interested, please contact Pastor 
Patty at 222-7468 or pjohansen@adams.net.  

mailto:pjohansen@adams.net
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2020 Offerings 
Please pick up your 2020 offering envelopes by the food 
donation bin. If you still need them sign the list or contact Jerry 
jerryvsumc@adams.net 217-222-7468 

Ve r m o n t  S t r e e t  U M C  S t a f f  

Rev. Patty Johansen, Pastor 
pjohansen@adams.net 

 

Kimberly Woods, Christian Educator 
kimberlywoods220@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Ann Behrens, Organist/Music Coordinator 
akbehrens@comcast.net 

 

Stacy Taylor, Praise Team & Children’s Choir Director 
 

Jean Murray, Handbell Choir Director 
 

Amber Kelley,  Secretary/Adm. Asst. 
vsumc@adams.net 

 

Jerry Carnivale, Business Manager 
jerryvsumc@adams.net 

 

Al Jones, Custodian   
 

Sara Bange, Preschool Director 
 

Jean Barnes, Nursery Staff 

Volunteers For December 

November 9am Ushers:        Kelly McElroy, Randy Hughes, Dan Buckley, Charlie Jones, Barney Bier,                            
        Dennis & Jennifer Dempsey  

Next Views schedule:  
Views deadline: Monday, December 16th 

BY NOON 
Views mailed: Friday, December 20th  

Date 9 am 11am Evening   
Chapel 

Total Sunday 
School 

Nov 3 126 53 7 186 50 

Nov 10 118 55 6 179 36 

Nov 17 106 51 6 163 52 

Nov 24 120 41 9 170 49 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

Budget Fund Report  
 

$  32,929.40 October Income 
$  44,327.83 October Expenses 
$ -11,398.43 October Difference 
 

$331,058.91 YTD Income 
$364,849.55 YTD Expense 
$-33,790.64 YTD Difference 

Communion Stewards December 1:  
(9am) John & Cara Simon 
(11am) Charlie & Fae Jones 

 

Greeters:  
9 am  

December 1:  Judy Hayden, Joyce Staff 
December 8:  Dennis & Jennifer Dempsey,   

  John & Susan Kissick 
December 15:  Clif & Karen Weisinger 
December 22:  VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 
December 29:   Alan & Judy VanDeBoe 
 

11 am 
December 1:  Ted & Doris Dede 
December 8:  Youth Group 
December 15:  Don Larson 
December 22:  Fae Jones & Family 
December 29:  Gary Livesay & Valarie Vlaskas  
 

Gathering Place: 
December 1:  Dan & Beth Buckley 
December 8:  John & Susan Kissick 
December 15:  Sarah Wright 
December 22:  Suzi Duker 
December 29:   Alan & Judy VanDeBoe 
 

Sunday Stewards: 
 

December 1:  Travis Brown 
December 8:  Matt Getty 
December 15:  Lee Hanlin 
December 22:  Dan Hayden 
December 29:   Justin Messan 
 
Liturgist 

9 am  
December 1:  Barb Wooleyhan 
December 8:  Karen Weisinger 
December 15:  Beth Buckley 
December 22:  Deb Brown 
December 29:   Pat Wallace 

11 am 
December 1:   
December 8:  Kim Larson 
December 15:  Bill Winn 
December 22:  Nathalie Messan 
December 29:  Pat Wallace 

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION  

Remember that every month, on the first Sunday of the 
month, we receive a collection of non-perishable food 
items for the Horizons food pantry. There is a large con-
tainer in the area by the elevator, just outside the chapel, 
for your donations. 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP IN DECEMBER 

From the Advent Study “The Journey” our weekly themes in worship will be around the key components of 
the story of Jesus’ birth. 

Sunday, December 1 (1st Sunday of Advent) The Journey:  Mary of Nazareth (Luke 1:26-38); Mary, “full of 
grace”, was so connected with God that she listened when an angel came to visit her. Communion by intinc-
tion, using the Christmas Carol liturgy at 9:00; lighting the first Advent candle. 

Sunday, December 8 (2nd Sunday of Advent) The Journey:  Joseph of Bethlehem (Matthew 1:18-24); Joseph 
listened when God spoke to him, and he was willing to obey; lighting the second Advent candle. 

Sunday, December 15 (3rd Sunday of Advent) The Journey:  Mary’s Visit to Elizabeth (Luke 1:39-45); Elizabeth 
and Mary both faced life with a spirit of joy, trusting that God was at work in them each; lighting the third Ad-
vent candle; presenting the Save the Change check. 

Sunday, December 22 (4th Sunday of Advent) The Journey:  From Nazareth to Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-7); forced 
to make a journey they didn’t want to take, Mary & Joseph found that God was with them along the way; 
lighting the fourth Advent candle. 

Sunday, December 29 (1st Sunday after Christmas) Festival of Carols (Matthew 2:1-12); we will hear some of 
the back-stories behind beloved Christmas carols, and sing some we haven’t sung yet! 

CAROLS OF THE ADVENT SEASON 
 

As I’m writing this, it’s still 10 days before Thanksgiving, and I’m having a little trouble getting my head 
around the Advent/Christmas season! But as we know from shopping trips, Christmas is upon us, and we’re 
hearing the dulcet tones of Christmas carols wafting from overhead speakers in every store. 

I really do love Christmas carols, but perhaps like many of you, by the time Christmas actually rolls around, 
I’m getting a little tired of them. Which is kind of sad as we’ve really missed opportunity to enjoy some 
beautiful carols for the Advent season (the four weeks leading up to Christmas).  

One of my favorite Advent carols is Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus, by Charles Wesley. This song evokes 
the promise of Christ’s coming to transform human life in the present.  

Other favorite carols are those that include the words of Mary known as the Magnificat (Luke 1:46b-55). 
These words give affirmation to the active nature of God, as justice is dispensed to all, the proud and rich 
are cast down, and the humble poor lifted up. These prophetic words of Mary stir my soul with hope for the 
promise of God’s loving covenant. 

Check out some of these beautiful Advent carols in our UM Hymnal (#196 – 215), or Google “Advent carols” 
and you’ll find a number of sites that share some of this beautiful music. Perhaps using these carols in your 
daily devotions leading up to Christmas will help you have a profoundly spiritual Advent/Christmas season. 
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The Agape SS Class will once again sponsor the 
Mitten Tree. Starting the second week of Decem-
ber,  we'll be collecting hats,  gloves and mittens 
for our local school children who don't have ade-
quate winter gear to play outside.  We hope you'll 
help us fill this need in our community. The collect-
ed items will be distributed 
after the children get back 
from Christmas vacation.  

Thanks, Karen Weisinger  

NEWS OF PEOPLE 

We offer sympathy and prayers for the family and friends of 
Rev. George Youtzy, who passed away in November. May God 
bless all those who grieve. 

Great thanks are extended to those who have worked so hard 
in renovating the nursery:  Susan & John Kissick, Valerie 
Vlahakis, Jan Quintero, Karen Miller, Mike Crawford, and Patty 
Johansen. And of course thanks to our nursery attendant, Jean 
Barnes, who let this crew into the nursery! While it’s not com-
pletely finished, it’s come a long way, and should be complet-
ed soon. 

We would like to welcome or newest members June Bugg and 
Cathy Harbourn.  June transferred her membership from Main 
Street UMC (Alton, IL), and Cathy is renewing her membership 
at VSUMC where she grew up.  

A SPECIAL NOTE 

Agnes Vahle will be celebrating her 95th birthday 
with a party in the social room at Good Samaritan 
Home on Thursday, December 5 from 2pm—4 pm.  
If you are unable to attend, please consider sending 
a card to:  Agnes Vahle, 2130 Har-
rison St., Cottage #1-A, Quincy, IL 
62301. Let’s help  Agnes celebrate 
this special milestone birthday! 

CHADDOCK’S SANTA EXPRESS 
The word’s out at Chaddock:  Vermont Street    
United Methodist Church has adopted 25 children 
for Santa Express this year! The folks over there are 
overwhelmed by your generosity and concern to 
help all the kids experience a blessed Christmas! 
Thank you for serving this portion of our communi-
ty, as you share the love of Christ. 
SERVING AT HORIZONS IN DECEMBER 

The way the schedule fell for serving at Horizons on 
Sunday evenings, Union UMC is scheduled for      
December 22 and Vermont Street UMC is scheduled 
for December 29. Realizing that both these evenings 
are likely to be challenging to get a full complement 
of volunteers due to family gatherings, etc., Union 
and Vermont Street have decided to work both 
nights together.  
So if you would like to volunteer to help out on one 
or both of these evenings, please contact Pastor 
Patty at 222-7468. We will need a total of 5 persons 
between 3:30 – 4:30, and 12-14 between 4:30 – 7 
pm. Let’s make sure that preparing, cooking, serv-
ing, and cleaning up after the meal is covered well 
at Horizons on Sundays, December 22 and 29! 

The altar flower chart for 2020 is now available on the 
bulletin board by the Gathering Place. Please sign up to 

provide flowers for Sunday services on any available 
date.  

You will be contacted with more  
information the week prior to the 

Sunday you've requested.  
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Poinsettias will be displayed at the Dec. 22nd Sunday service and the Christmas Eve services.  

They may be ordered to honor someone or in memory of a loved one. Cost: $8 each.  

You may pick up your poinsettia after the 10:30 pm Christmas Eve service or through Dec. 26.  

Please fill out the form and return it with your payment to the church office (or place in the offering plate) 

by December 15. Please write a separate check and make payable to Vermont Street United Methodist 

Church with memo line “poinsettia.” 

Christmas Eve Worship 

On Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24, we will have three special 

worship experiences to celebrate the birth of Christ.  

The services at 3 pm and 10:30 pm will be traditional services of lessons, carols, 

and   candles. The Journey: The Manger (Luke 2:8-20) reminds us that it is at the 

manger we find the good news of great joy that came for all people. We will light the 
Christ Candle, and we will each light a candle to commemorate the light coming 

into the world. 

The first half hour of the 10:30 pm service will be instrumental music of the sea-

son.  Come early to enjoy organ, piano, and brass musicians as they offer praise to 

God through music. 

The service at 5 pm will be led by the Connections Praise Team. His Connection 

Children’s Choir will be presenting at this service, and all the kids will be invited to 

come to the front to hear Pastor Patty share poems and stories about the manger 

in the stable. We will light the Christ Candle, and each one will be invited to light a 
candle to commemorate the light coming into the world. Don’t miss these opportu-

nities to worship Christ, the newborn King!  

Poinsettia Order Form 

 

PLEASE PRINT             

In honor of____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

In memory of __________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given by:______________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

__________         $______________  

quantity      check / cash 
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Please remove and return to the church office no later than December 15th  

December is typically a busy month for the church and youth group will be no different. On Sunday, December 
1st, we will be taking a trip to the movies. The youth will be seeing the new film, A Beautiful Day in the Neighbor-
hood, starring Tom Hanks as Mr. Fred Rogers. There is a Discipleship Ministries resource and study about this film 
that we will be discussing as a youth group following the film. Time is to be determined based on the theater’s 
schedule, but we will likely go in the afternoon that Sunday and have some fellowship/discussion time following 

that, presumably at the church. Keep an eye on the bulletin and social media for exact times closer to the date.  
An exciting event to announce is that the youth group will be hosting a Christmas concert at the church featuring the 

band, The Great Romance. The Great Romance will be performing Christmas music, including original songs. The concert will be 
Saturday, December 14th at 5:30 pm here at the church. This is an all-ages show and we encourage people to bring their families 
to this event. We are asking that everyone bring canned goods or non-perishable items in lieu of admission. Let’s pack the pantry 
and the church for this joyous experience.  

For the remainder of the month, the youth group schedule will be fairly normal, 4:30 to 6:30 pm. However, as we know 
this is a season for snow and icy roads, please keep in mind that the schedule is subject to change. Especially if your youth is of 
driving age, we encourage you to use your best judgment as to whether or not they should brave the roads to get out to youth 
group. We will always try to post cancellations and changes on the VSUMC Facebook page as well as the youth group’s Instagram 
page (@VSUMC_youth) so please be sure to check these locations for more information. 
 
Blessings in Christ, 
 
Kimberly Woods 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
December 1st: Movie: A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood (Time=TBD) and discussion 
December 8th: Youth group from 4:30 to 6pm 
December 14th: The Great Romance concert at 5:30pm 
December 15th: Youth group from 4:30 to 6pm 
December 22nd: Youth group from 4:30 to 6pm Helping at Horizons Meal 
December 29th: NO YOUTH GROUP  
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The UMW Fellowship Meeting Schedule will change 

starting in January 2020. One Fellowship has been 

formed and will meet on the second Wednesday of 

each month starting at 10 am. The evening fellow-

ship has disbanded and will join the daytime group. 

If there should be a need in the future for an even-

ing meeting, it will be considered at that time. New 

officers and committees for the new fellowship will 

be appointed at the organizational meeting during a 

Christmas Party December 10, at 10 am in Café Ver-

mont. A new name for the Fellowship will also be 

selected. The 2020 Board Members will be installed. 

A luncheon will be provided by the Board members. 

The monthly Board meeting will be held at 9 am pri-

or to each Fellowship meeting. Anyone interested 

may also attend the Board meeting. We hope this 

kick-off meeting will bring in new members or any-

one interested in learning more about UMW mis-

sions and projects. No reservations are needed. 

Questions, call Loretta at 223-7137.  

The Annual Cookie Walk will be held December 

15 in the hallway outside the church office. Bring 

your favorite Holiday cookie to share. Cookie 

boxes will be sold at $4 per pound from 10 to 

11:30 am. Join us for a buffet of treats to take 

home with you following our Church Service or 

Sunday School. 

December 2019 Calendar 

10 Board Meeting, 9 am, Café Vermont 

10 Fellowship Meeting, 10 am, Café Vermont 

 followed by a luncheon 

15 Cookie Walk, 10 – 11:30 am, office hallway 

The jewelry booth was highly successful. 
We will have a full report in the January VIEWS. 

NEW YEARS EVE FAMILY NIGHT 

Come celebrate the New Year on Tuesday, December 31 
from 6 – 9 pm in Café Vermont and the Fellowship Hall! 
The Fun & Fellowship Team is looking forward to          
welcoming you, your children, and grandchildren that 
evening! 

Bring a snack to share, a 2 liter bottle of your favorite   
soda, and a game that you or your children enjoy playing 
(and may possibly have to teach others to play). We’ll   
order pizza, and have a kid-friendly movie playing in the 
Fellowship Hall. Somewhere in the world, it’ll be midnight 
at our 9 pm, so we’ll celebrate at that time. 

Welcoming the New Year with brothers and sisters in 
Christ is a long-standing tradition of Methodists, and this 
is a fun way to be sure your family is safe, while still     
having a fun evening out. Don’t miss out on this great   
fellowship time.  
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1 
Kent McCormick, Terry Priepot, 

Kaitlyn Fischer, Marie Ebbing 

2 Leo Cassens 

3 Zachary Miller 

4 Bob Hultz, Katie Mugerditchian 

5 Agnes Vahle 

6 
Joyce McDonough, Patrick 

Sloan, Elise Andrews 

7 Dr. Lee Johnson 

8 David Lewis 

10 Barbara Newman 

14 Kelsey Larson 

18 Betty Hughes 

Anniversaries  

7 Joe & Marcella Ballesteros 

12 James & Marie Ebbing 

16 Daniel & Vicki Hayden 

21 Harold & Rita Pickinpaugh 

23 JD & Sissy Speak 

24 Justin & Nathalie Messan 

27 Kevin & Kristen Krietemeyer 

29 Richard & Mary Anne Bartlett 

31 Dan & Sherry Brothers 

Birthdays 

19 Joan Kerkhoff 

20 Loretta Hyslop, Levi Brown 

23 Esther Wartick 

24 Alan VanDeBoe 

25 
Gates Ehrhart,  
Rita Pickinpaugh 

26 Scott Sloan 

27 Tony Cameron 

29 
Barb Wooleyhan, Luke Brown, 
Carol Parise 

30 Dennis Adams, Debbie Sieck 

31  Justin Messan 


